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Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commis 
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I he Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission „•>,.tf ,:i y s „i,. 

Tll “ t on the 25th day of January l'l-r 
n..u*r Jo.nt Ivesolutmn No. 8, was adopted, which is as follows- L 

1 royalms for the appointment of a commission for the battle- 
/idtl on Droop Mountain.” 1 c 

IP 

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

WUBKHAS, One of the hard fouirht battles r>- -t ,, r 

'& Ml l» ..Ill Ml, Hm-HHlfi . it ? , ,? V1 War occur, ' ed 
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of tiiiit batiji; yet there un* «tHl ii villi'* old - in * ffikUtf f/f Mdt *v' 4/4 

*rr"“ lt “ l “*•** in tt!e baS and 8 ent8 ' bat,aU °" s a "' 1 

vaileyT^ ^brt^rVeuS T H*™ “»* «» 

and the far off peaks of the Mo—* * T'™** 

Resol red Thettb n W f Vireima »* therefore be it 

«ve, three from the House and two from th‘ t^ l P °'u Y M T i “« °f 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the d “ ty 14 Wl " be 

.. immunity ftT^vthm fn S *° ldierS a " d citiz, » s yet »*• «» 

fenerations. The commTt oe h ° may be preserved lor 

> batile was Wh t e a r rtain the ° f «« >»" d »Pon 

■ch land, of not less th™ £1, ' * c . ondition “ l °P‘ io " « some part 
commute*. f ’ lty “ Cres - at 0 P™« ‘bat seems reasonable 
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Droop Mountain Commission Report 


1 Commission ;ii this meet iiijr authorized Hu* Chairman to 
11 ploy a ooinpolmil engineer to aid and assist in the preparation 
of the map of I lie bfll I ledeld, showing the most im.pnrlanl points in 
this, one ol the fiercest and most, decisive battles waged on West 

Virginia soil during the Civil War. The Commission then ad¬ 


journed to meet at the call of the Chairman. 

Your Commission pursuant to the call of the Chairman on the 
ISlh day of July, .1027, met at Marl inton and on the 19th visited 
the scene of the battlefield on 




( I 


, a ccompaniediby 

uite a number of^prominent and interested citizens from IVtarlm- 
on and Hillsboro-—many of whom were thoroughly acquainted 
with the battlefield and furnished much valuable information 1o the 
Commission. 

On July 201 h, 1927, the Commission met in session at the resi¬ 
dence of Mrs. Rebecca B. McCarty, which is located on the farm 

was fought. All of the 
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where the great and 
members of the Commission were present. 


f|1 
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and made a 



complete survey of the same. It comprises more than two 
acres of territory. 



Your Commission further 

of Droop .Mountain on a calm 



J 



stood on the summit. 


sunimcr day, when the whole 


surrounding country seemed at peace and there was nothing to 
.minute that sixly-four years prior io that time those who wore the 

bbi” and those clad in the gray were engaged on that lull in one 

Virginia, then ,in its 


tie struggle for the mastery of 



* t t > * 9 


Bach army fought for what. it. believed to he right and 
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o ini'ii who were actors in that bloodv drama were 
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But th 





ended their 
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| Republic wax preserved, and the animosity enprenderdd 
roufliw 1 1 ;is passed away and universal peace roiirns 

it tin* Republic. 

* ' |r f .id out before us was out* of indescribable beauty 

•litmeni Tu waring mountains, the siniIiutr and fertile 
flif fit nil «t i «| mill histone (Ireenhrier River, flow in gallfly 
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of Hi** rue < *1 moil n t ;iin. Now her® ill all of our travels 
MBfi Mieli Neenie beautv or such a loeatiou for a groat 
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mill one lmmlivd and I'ortv-om 


* iU! res, 



,N,! "" •" ; . "" tins v.u\-"v\n<r 1| H . 

where <li.- baitlc was most fiercely waged, ami such option was 

obtained, subject, however to a reservation of fifteen acres around 
residence and also the graveyard of one-half acre. 

i m. * * * j 
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’ll s 


option is filed herewith and made part of this report and 
the Secretary was directed to send a copy of the option to your 
I xcellency. The matter of making a survey and of locating and 
marking the important points of interest was left to the Chairman. 
Your Commission further reports that the Chairman caused to 

lie made a map of the said battlefield, showing the location of the 
battle lines and position of the different, units engaged therein as 
well as much other valuable information, which plat is filed here¬ 
with and made part of this report. 

The Commission then adjourned to meet again at the call of the 
Chairman. A call was made by him for a meeting to be held at 
Weston, West Virginia, on the 28th day of December, 1027 at 

y 

which meeting all the members were present, 

.ri.vin. At this meeting the scope of the report of the Commis- 
, Was decided iii)on and the preparation of the report was d.ele- 
’■’! i<i Sena!or Kidd, with the aid of the Chairman and Secretary, 
.vas the expressed intention to make the report very complete, 

liould contain the photographs of your Excellency and 



Delegate 
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it 


f lit I f : 




Hi-- < ummission, and further contain the cuts and 
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'rapid 


sketch of the 



g ol icers engaged in 
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male, as well as photographic views of the field and of 
hitlle Levels valley. That it also contain a picture of the old 

now standing, and further a recommendation for a lake 




ng field, and that il 



contain 



and interviews 


niintii I from 0)1(1 h*rs engaged in the battle and other interesting 
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. 'i M 

14 l.f‘ r fl • f 

•' * 11 i l 


onneeted therewith. 
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omunminii furl her reports that all of the 
*d herewith or printed in this report and asked to be 




uuii |»«|| f 
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Droop Mountain is a high elova- 
almve sea level, and contains several high 
and is a limestoue soil and the tract 
cleared. The woodland contains soma 


! >‘ .* t . | 
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liHiuutaiu in beautiful, Mu lching 

• I At 111* Leva n of I'ocahout 











Duooi* Mountain Commission 



SPORT 


!) 
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brier Kiver as it cuts its way through the myriad hills and spurs 
of the Alleghenies. 

Prior to this battle there were no considerable 
forces anywhere in West Virginia except in the Greenbriei 
which was held by the Confederates from its head to its loot 

distance of about one hundred seventy miles, and which protected 
Virginia from attacks from the west. For the purpose of dislodging 
these Confederate.forces, General Averell was directed to march 
from Beverly, West Virginia, to Lcwisburg and that it was while 
on this march lie met the enemy at Droop Mountain. The battle 
was there fought on the 6th day of November, 1863, between the 
forces commanded by General Averell, and the Confederate forces 
by General John Echols and Colonel William L. * 

Your Commission further reports that this was the only battle 

V 

where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia soldiers 

^^ J 



and fought on West Virginia soil. 


Droop 



4P 

am is fourteen miles south of Marl inton 




J 



from .Millpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Hillsboro, and 
it is also ten miles from Renic station, sixteen miles from Frankfort 

and twenty- 

r -norts that 



mile: 





Commission further 
Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains, 
west of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop Mountain, 

0 m 0 - 

-a (jrft* jt is ea 






, emerges at the eastern edgi 
Locust Creek. It flows about two miles to 




vr. 
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_ Tonr Commission sets out heroin a partial report made of s iid 
•«'itt e by the leading officers who participated therein : 


General Averell’s Report: 

On the first day of November, I left Beverlv witi, , 

consisting of the * * si h nit {A v i " ln V command 

w , \ ‘r . , m - hth Oh]0 Volunteer Infantry Col. . 

Vvest Virginia Infantry Col T Ai tt • o 

3 ’ L0 . J ' M - Harris; 2nd West Virginia 




Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. 


Mounted Infantry Lieut Pol p’w'mi West Vl, ‘K'"ia 

Mounted Infantry Col V TT m ' 10mpS011 ; 8th West Virginia 
Col T N S , , H - Pennsylvania Cavalry 

E w ,- n „ - - v > La PP «L V. keeper and C. T, 


On the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy's position 
I he infantry and one eorps cavalry was sent to t'l„ 


« 'ml a range of l,ills with orders' tT L'l 7 T" r%ht *° 

.'! '"t °" r ,nl,mtr ^ U» s“'°ng. was conducted skil- 

dismounted, were moved in line obliquely 


by Col. Mooi 
The 2nd. 3rd and J 


to r !i 


right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left 

1 . i * i • .. * 


mya when he arrived in front of the enmy’g ,, 
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to 
rjuick, wlm arrived in the nick of time. 


Col. 1 




1:45 i*. m 
move up in douhh 



map. 
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Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report 


I ol. -\ lex. Scoit * 


v * * 
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• •< l i I t 


illlOItt 




*!' to diMiKMint 


‘2nd West Virginia Mounted Infamn 

k it (dock, having moved to the front, “1 \vn 


.. ,n y ‘•ommand and light on foot. « 

akr a 1 -it inn lie twee), the 1 third and eighth, 
id lie- .ircl, 8th and Mth Fennsvlvania Cavalrv 

1. .11.iii< .... • . . ; . 


i r 


4 ’ 1 ”|f 1 f a I tel tat a. ^ 
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2 ml, 3 fd and Sth \V< 
l iM front ni thr broastworks 
two humlrod nitni; out t>f th 
»•»*' killed, four! - t wounded, two niorti 
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filing of thr tiiti I u ,!> urtlcres! ta dear 












452-DSC05291.JPG 



IWw Mountain Commission 



tf*ORT 


Kpames of Hi.- —•*»*«I Battalion. Later, Colon «1 p, , f ’ 

to ilcti tell these eorapaairs of || U . . ... . . 11 0,1 was ordered 

OaptainJoha IC. Thompson. Colonel qLJITv> lnfantr T under 

K.-hols Brigade. The 22nd Virginia wem ■ \ at toaeommanded 
hundred «®d fifty strong, losing one act ! on . Avith fnv 


... I,iiw scroll nr {(willn* i 4 i 

killed, wounded and missing The 23rd V' ,Uh .' ed and thirt 

im.wi.Mwi D.wi . _ e ^ rc * Virginia 


■ con ui 


_ T . tV Vll 1 f | 

lH.n.l.v .1 ,,,,,1 fifty strong, Tost sixtv-one ink^l, 8 *^'*’ ,hn " 
missing. * K 1,1 klII ed, wounded 


missing. 


Throe companies of the 22nd under 


and 


humlrrf .tad twenty-five S .r^ « 

Iwclve missing. Battle ended at 4 p. M ’ * w °umled. 

Report of Maj. W m . Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion 

“When the fighting became very sever,- i u . . , 

with six companies to the support nf f» e nr rrered to mj irch 

one hundred and twenty-five dismounted .^l IarShal1, who ’ with 
hack on the left. * ( cava ^ r * Y ’ was being forced 

“We were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody An 

aere then reinfnrood h„ ♦ An 


t f rein orced by three companies of the 

n a 11 try. ami one dismounted company 

Cavalry • • 1 

k' 


{tie. We 

Virginia 
°f the 14th Virginia 


Thompson 


J':!ZLI b ™T”’. 1 * h Vi *™ (; -a'ry, 



under command of 




i hat he sent 

Marshall, the 


•«d consisting 0 f the 19th a 1 90 t ,r the 

tlicn, Major Blessing commandiim D, „ 8111111 Cavalr y just. 

three hundred men he h-ivir l e “ n , Ings Batter .V, consisting of 

.... I., Zi&ZZSg** T *.. **■ “ 


Report of Coi w. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 
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‘'••y * that a ho lit 
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nth W.-nI 


\- “ ’• M * we were attacked hv the ‘hid 3,.,l i 

Virginia Mon i„r llll(r s _n ‘V. 31,1 !lml 



Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 

i ilr',": l? h Virgini. CavalM 
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y. says that he reported 

was then on 
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<>!<!> r\>;ui of Locust Creel 


Tht 
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men of six companies 


were ilisinomated, four companies placet! on extreme left under 

ami two companies in 


command of Lieutenant 




center. John D. Baxter, orderly sergeant of Company F, 10th 
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross the rail fence at 

oimded in sit It? the enemy's 


the b oculv aiurle 




rnorti 






s. 


Letters Bearing Upon the Battl 
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Brownsville, p 


avelte C 



1 van m. 



Dear Sir: 

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Sc 
in the National Tribune ,; for the week of 
would inform you that he is dead. 


*r 16. 1927 



years of age. 
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I was w 





Mountain in the I4th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
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V 


Chapel, W. Va., July 12, 1927 


1 have healfh or the strength to meet vou at 


ixt week, much as I 
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Dear Sir and Com rabe : 


Coffeeville, Kansas, March 5, 1927. 


Your 

Chapel. 

iflHi 



just to hand having bean 


•war 


to me from 


collection of the Droop Mountain Battle i„ indefinite 
Ih.nk >olh ro K nnents marched „p the same road until near the 

.smnmi , 1 ,. -blh m the lead, near the top tiled to the left until both 

repinients were the same distance on the mountain, when ^ f "e 

zt r ,#d to "? ird «*« ^ «»<> soon th - m . tace<1 


tion was Companies A F D and c ' .’ft' .TT ,™' 0ur 

( ompany B was the extreme left T rhi *. • > y 

on our rndit I am ’ 1 ,U ’ not '•'-'■"ember any troops 

e • am only guessing from my recollection th,» 

rnent be S , m not later than 10 a. m. and ™ded hy 0 YST 

I .lo not remember that there was a skirmish line 1 always the .'hi 

~'r t‘ ,trUCk the m0St formi,lilWe point in the enemy’s line 
I U ' ' °„f “I" the , fldd bUt d “ “O. now fee, that 1 w ,„ £ 


\, lv t],.v„ t , - ,,uvv mar l will h 

} thmg 1 ean 1,0 Wl11 be cheerfully done. With best wishe 


S 


ill 


Note: Captain Bender 




Henry Bender. 

was mistaken as to the time that tin 


Hear Mr. Sutton : 

Your letter 




. Va., April 20, 1027. 



inst. 


The battle of Droop Mountain begun i_ 

" ,!r hour, a.s well as I remember* 

f i a . i t 1 




-lv A. M. il 


J b< lon!fe< 


fn 
- * « 


lift* f 
ITUI 


m 

1 to ( ompany F, 10th West Virginia 

» * CD 


e * 


^ f 0 * A • | 

* v V UO>.i|IO|| hi 

4P - ■ w 

in front, anil I do 



Inf 


title ranks. (Jeneral William Jacksons trot 


not reme 



i f* 
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( 



vtnety.two prisoners were ruptured, and do not know 

I# t 1 [a. J * * 


ihe skirmish !i 


i h 


l 



Ify health will 


not 


lOlfiitlPM 


(Mwinil my al lending a meeting 


of 


Wry Indy yours, 


\ 


1 1. 


H* wit* mint nice 11 as to the h* 


1.(1. Knuki 
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XI 


i 



I 




‘'otUfiMlIe, W. Va., .May ‘i, 1927 
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Droop Mountain Commission U k ,. 
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, I lest regards In you and 
Your old comrade, 


















